Grace of Giving: Agency helps students seek scholarships

By Vincent T. Davis - Express-News

Nippy Betz wants to spare parents the anguish he felt at his daughter's graduation. 

As she walked across the stage, second in a class of 500 at Warren High School, she had only a $500 scholarship to show for her hard work.  Betz, 45, noticed students ranked 50th and 60th in her class had done something right — they had an abundance of scholarships, many to Ivy League universities. 

The distress that churned in his chest changed into inspiration — he had to remedy years of not seeking funds for his daughter's education. His research yielded almost $70,000 in scholarships for his daughter, Courtney, who attends the University of Houston. She's studying to become a chemical engineer. Now he's on a mission to alert teens and parents across the city to the untapped wealth of funds available to them. 

He founded EmPowerment 21, a nonprofit agency whose mission is helping high school teens seek scholarships, learn marketable skills and practice social skills. Betz has partnered with churches, private business and charities to provide free training to teens as early as their freshman year of high school. 

EmPowerment 21 is one of the nonprofit groups the San Antonio Express-News is featuring in its annual Grace of Giving series, which runs daily through Christmas.  He's looking for more volunteers and mentors to help him teach students the ropes to have a stake in their education. 

"Kids need to be powered in the right direction," Betz said. "There are people who will sit with kids, but you'll pay for it. I tell them what their parents want them to know." 

He offers workshops the second Saturday of every month from 9 to 10:30 a.m., backed by volunteers who stress responsibility and business practices. Volunteers include civic leaders, military personnel, business leaders and motivational speakers. 

He stresses economic truth and financial realities, pointing out that not everyone wants a college education. Betz shows anyone interested in trade schools the tools they'll need to be successful. 

His pastor, Walter L. Starks, joined as a partner, allowing him to use Grace First Baptist Church for training and resources.  He took his message to youth leaders from churches across San Antonio, who referred teens to his program. Now about 100 students attend his workshops, taking notes on the financial opportunities available to them. 

Betz started the venture four months ago, but preparations began in November 2005. 

A retired Air Force major, he uses training from the military to promote volunteerism, education and community involvement, all facets, he said, that help build good citizens. 

"I get a blessing out of trying to help others get their information," Betz said. "There's no secret. The money is out there — they've got to go out there and apply for it." 

For more information, call (210) 415-6510 or log on to www.empowerment21.com or www.nippybetz.com. 






Where will your teens be on 2nd Saturdays from 9:00-10:30 am?  A little of yours and their time on one Saturday each month (Aug thru May), can save you $1000’s of dollars when they go to college.  Come check out the excitement with EP21! 








