EP21 Panelist (April 14, 2007)
1. Name of your College Student (present/former) –   DeWonne Belleny
2, School(s) Attending/Attended – UH
3. Classification (i.e., Sr., Jr., So., Fr.) – 2006 Graduate
4. Your Teen’s Major(s) – BBA Business Finance
5. What is the #1 tip you would make to parents of college-bound teens – Keep looking and applying for scholarship monies, to keep your teen out of debt.
6. What is the #1 tip you would make to college-bound teens – (8th thru 11th grader – Prepare yourself by taking as many AP Classes as possible.  12th Grader - Keep looking and applying for scholarship monies, to keep you out of debt.
7. What would you do differently, if you knew then (what you know now regarding your teen’s education)  Academically we pushed him and he was prepared to work at a college level;  financially, we let him drop the ball on getting/keep scholarships and internships. 
1. Name of your College Student (present/former) – Kendall Robinson 

2, School(s) Attending/Attended – University of Texas Arlington
3. Classification (i.e., Sr., Jr., So., Fr.) – Sophomore
4. Your Teen’s Major(s) –  Accounting
5. What is the #1 tip you would make to parents of college-bound teens:  If you did not have good study habits in high school, ask for help in developing them. Search the web, read a book or talk to a counselor. Take advantage of the programs many colleges have for incoming freshman. Also, don't let the teen slack off in the senior year even if they have all requirments. Don't let the GPA slip.
   6.What is the #1 tip you would make to college-bound teens – As a freshman, work with your parents and guidance counselor to create your written 4-year high school academic course plan. Make sure each course is listed for all four years and that you have included all courses required for graduation and for collge entrance. The plans should include some honors classes, extracurricular activities like volunteer/community involvement and leadership opportunities. Document the anticipated dates to take the PSAT, ACT and or SAT. Start researching scholarships and practice writing essays no later that the summer of the freshman year. Practice makes perfect.
7. What would you do differently, if you knew then what you know now regarding your teen’s education - I would have started working with my teen in the summer of the freshman year researching scholarships to learn what the requirements were. We would then have focused on fullfilling those requirements to include  volunteering, leadership and internship opportunities and less on part -time jobs during the school week.  We would also do alot more essay writing and practice filling out college applications.
1. Name of your College Student (present/former) – Brandon Seay
2. School(s) Attending/Attended – University of Texas San Antonio

3. Classification (i.e., Sr., Jr., So., Fr.) – Freshman

4. Your Teen’s Major(s) – Mechanical Engineering

5. What is the #1 tip you would make to parents of college-bound teens – Encourage their child to keep their grades up during their senior year

6. What is the #1 tip you would make to college-bound teens – Pursue as many scholarship opportunities as possible and submit the packages on-time

7. What would you do differently, if you knew then what you know now regarding your teen’s education) - Take a more active role in course selection to prevent your child from choosing too many challenging courses in one semester.

 

1. Name of your College Student (present/former) – Daryl James (DJ) & Dominic Harris
2, School(s) Attending/Attended – U of North Texas (DJ); U of Houston (Dominic)

3. Classification (i.e., Sr., Jr., So., Fr.) – DJ = Junior; Dominic = Sophmore

4. Your Teen’s Major(s) –  DJ - French w/minor in Arabic; Dominic - Business w/minor in Spanish

5. What is the #1 tip you would make to parents of college-bound teens – focus the high school years on preparation; don't let it just happen

6.What is the #1 tip you would make to college-bound teens – recognize that it's YOUR life; and preparation for it begins now.

7. What would you do differently, if you knew then (wh, what you know now regarding your teen’s education - 1) been a bit more directive; not left as much up to them; 2) made more of seeking financing/scholarships

1. Name of your College Student (present/former) – Marques Guntz
2, School(s) Attending/Attended – University of New Orleans and Louisiana State University
3. Classification (i.e., Sr., Jr., So., Fr.) – Graduate
4. Your Teen’s Major(s) –  Political Science
5. What is the #1 tip you would make to parents of college-bound teens – 
Make sure your child enrolls in a Student Success Class and stay involved with your child's education.
Note: never give up supporting their efforts.  You will be tested but it's too important to "let them off 
the hook".
 

6.What is the #1 tip you would make to college-bound teens – 
Enroll in a Student Success Class during your first semester and allow your parents (or family support) 
to be involved with your education - you will need help with handling situations that you will encounter. 
It's a good idea to have someone who can provide guidance or advice for addressing these situations.  
You have a lot to learn once you leave the house and the college staff will not be teaching "life's lessons". 
That's where your support system comes into play.
 

7. What would you do differently, if you knew then what you know now regarding your teen’s education - 
I would limit the number of credit hours in the first semester to 15 but recommend 12.  This is a difficult
transition period and learning time management is paramount early in the college experience.  The Student
Success Class is an excellent resource to help manage this transition.  
 

1. Name of your College Student (present/former) – Courtney Denise Betz
2, School(s) Attending/Attended – University of Houston

3. Classification (i.e., Sr., Jr., So., Fr.) –Senior

4. Your Teen’s Major(s) – Chemical Engineering

5. What is the #1 tip you would make to parents of college-bound teens – Get more involved in your teens scholarship pursuits early (begin with the end in mind).  Push them to take honors/advance placement courses, volunteer, and use a calendar.  Encourage teens to read in order to better prepare them for the writing and verbal portions of standardized test.

6. What is the #1 tip you would make to college-bound teens – Build great study habits for school and Study/prepare for ACT and SAT…treat them both like a job; it pays better!

7. What would you do differently, if you knew then (what you know now regarding your teen’s education) – We would have worked harder to find scholarship money for her.  We missed out on many scholarships since she was ranked #2 and had very good scores for the SAT. 

