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Mr. Cornelius “Nippy” Betz III was born on July 13 1961 in Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  He is a graduate of Robert E. Lee High School in Baton Rouge.  In December 1989, Mr. Betz graduated with a Bachelor of Science degree in Computer Science from Southern University.  He graduated as a distinguished graduate through the Reserve Officer Training Corps program at LSU and was commissioned an Air Force second lieutenant.  
 

     Mr. Betz served as an enlisted member for six years as an engineering assistant beginning in 1980.  After his commission as an Air Force Officer, Lieutenant Betz’ career began as a Satellite Operations Officer in Colorado.  In January 1990 he began his first assignment as a Satellite Operations planning and analysis officer.  In June 1993, he became an Undergraduate Space and Missile Training Instructor in California.  In June 1996, he went on to become an Assistant Professor of Aerospace Studies, and a Regional Director of Admissions, at San Diego State University, San Diego, California.  In August 1998, he became Operations Staff Officer in Biloxi Mississippi where he became the Executive Officer for two different 2-Star Generals.  April 2001 provided Major Betz his most rewarding Air Force job, when he was selected to serve as the commander of a 1000 person Basic Training Squadron in San Antonio Texas.  His final military assignment landed him in the Air Force Intelligence, Surveillance, and Reconnaissance Agency (AFISRA) as Chief, Space Operations, Measurements and Signature Intelligence.  He retired in April 2004 and presently works as a GS-14 Civil Servant for the AFISRA.

Mr. Betz is the founder EmPowerment21 (EP21), a non-profit company that has helped provide educational and job training opportunity for over 1000 teenagers and college students.  From 2007-2010, EP21 has helped teens earn over $4,000,000 in merit-based scholarships, millions of dollars more in other financial assistance, while also giving away 40 laptop computers and helping teens pursue other educational goals outside of college. EP21 Workshops are held at the Central Downtown Library in San Antonio and can now accept Combined Federal Campaign contributions, through the United Way (EP21 code # 85957)!  Check www.empowerment21.com for exact dates and times of EP21 workshops)
 

Mr. Betz, a member of Grace First B.C.’s Board of Directors, also holds a dual Master of Arts Degree in Computer Information Resource Management and Space System Management from Webster University.  Along with a host of certificates from other military schools and decorations, he has won a ton of awards throughout his career.  He recently won the Top Teen Volunteer of the Year Award, 2007; San Antonio Juneteenth Frederick Douglas Award, 2008; Top Ladies of Distinction Inc. “Exemplary Citizen for Outstanding Service to Youth” 2009, and was a finalist for the Martin Luther King Jr., Distinguished Achievement Award, 2009. 

 

He is married to the former Adrienne Johnson of Louisiana and has two children; daughter Courtney age 23, and son Corey age 21 and one grandchild; DeAndre Sneed-Betz age 2.






