Parents:  Finding Free Money for College
There are many scholarships out there for your child to attend college.  Learn how to help your student find them!
- Begin with the end in mind (Author of their own book…You Inc.)  - 1950 vs 2005
- EP21 Timeline

- FAFSA is your biggest FOE (Jan) – Merit-based vs non-Merit-based – Pell vs SEOG vs School $
- Overcome teen apathy (use shared goal-setting to motivate them and don’t make promises early - Refrig)
  -- Have teens make a list of the college(s) they want to attend (recommend variety)

  -- Need to know cost and discuss plan of how to pay for it (show budget slide to teens/inflation)

  -- Seek the counsel of smart people/organizations (based on experience, job, etc.)

- Use document to track scholarships (i.e. EP21 template)

- Determine which college student plans to attend & document requirements/deadlines

- Develop systematic process to find and apply for scholarships to cover the cost (Know the enemy!)
   -- Internet search (don’t give up so quickly…show how on internet) Search Engines (i.e., FASTWEB, etc.)

   -- Counselor (use school scholarship room and have a face-to-face w/them)

   -- College Fairs & Church (if applicable) plus other organizations

   -- EP21 (other non-profits) Timeline/Scholarships – Don’t halfway participate – wait for WOW!

   -- University & College Scholarships – Courtney
   -- Attend Summer Programs (At University teen is interested in, if possible)

   -- 2 + 2 (English is English, Math is Math); 36 pages of scholarships!

- Use books that teach you EXACTLY what to do! (10 Things You Gotta Know… by Brandon Rogers)
- Know the rules of the money you are applying for  - Finance Restrictions, 100% rules, Private College, etc.
- Make list of scholarships 

- Rank order scholarships to help determine priority – be realistic, but…
- Apply for scholarships (make sure they get application reviewed before mailing) – Obama story.

- Bundle Essays (Corey) – Harry Potter
- Follow-up (phone calls or in person…make them know who you are…sell family strength)

- Create choices…don’t burn any bridges…Things I’ve Learned…
